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Study Purpose and Benefits

• Understand the overall role of 
aviation in supporting and 
enhancing the Commonwealth’s  
economy

• Convey the economic importance 
of airports and the benefits to 
Virginia’s residence, businesses, 
and visitors
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Study Value to Airports
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Planning 
Tool

Accurate Data 
Using Best 
Practices

Communications 
Tool

Airports of 

all sizes

STATE legislators

LOCAL communities, airport 

sponsors, and other stakeholders
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Study Airports



Project Process



Project Process

8



9



10

IMPLAN

Economic Modeling 

Software

Generates Direct, 

Multiplier, and Total 

Impacts

Based on Employee 

Headcount

FAA-Approved
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Data Collection: 
How are we going to 
collect these data?
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Surveys



13

On-Airport Impacts

Airport Administration – 

All of You!
• Airport operations, management, 

activity, and budget

• May include facility and grounds 

maintenance and other 

administrative needs (including city 

or county staff that support the 

airport).
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Airport Tenants
• Airlines, FBOs, MROs, avionics, and other aircraft 

service companies

• Terminal concessions (e.g., restaurants and 

retailers)

• On-airport businesses that pay rent or fees (e.g., 

warehouses and hotels)

• May include:

‒ Surface transportation providers (e.g., TNCs and 

taxis)

‒ Air cargo operators 

On-Airport Impacts
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Capital Improvements
• Construction of airside and landside 

facilities over the last four years

• Expenditures include airport, federal, 

state, and other funds, as well as tenant 

expenditures

• Total improvements over the last four 

years are averaged to represent an 

“average year”

• Construction expenditures by tenants 

(e.g., rental space buildouts, hangers 

built on leased airport property, etc.)

On-Airport Impacts
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Off-Airport Impacts

Out-of-State Visitor Spending 

(Commercial and GA)
• Spending estimates determined through out-of-state 

visitor surveys and third parties (e.g., tourism 

agencies)

• Important to not duplicate impacts between on- and 

off-airport spending
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Off-Airport Impacts

Business Reliance
• Measures how off-airport business rely on airports

• Businesses surveyed are identified by airport managers

• Conducted on statewide level only 



Tax Impacts

• Aviation related taxes come from the following sources:

• State income tax paid by those whose jobs are supported by 
airports and visitor spending

• Taxes contributed by airport businesses as available from data 
collection

• Sales tax paid by those whose jobs are supported by airports 
and visitor spending

• Sales tax paid by visitors (lodging/retail/rental cars/other)
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Data Collection Process

Emma Walker Liam Sargent Sonjia Murray Zoe Lindermuth
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Anticipated 
Deliverables
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Anticipated Deliverables

Technical 

Report

Statewide Executive 

Summary Brochure

Airport Training 

Webinar





Thank You ALL!
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Stephen Smiley
Department of Aviation

    (804) 236 3627

    Stephen.Smiley@doav.virginia.gov

Tom Gibson, C.M.
Kimley-Horn

    (703) 674 1367

    Thomas.Gibson@kimley-horn.com
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